
Lesson 9 for March 2, 2019



The beast from the sea.
Revelation 13:1-10

Its identity. Revelation 13:1-2

Its activities. Revelation 13:3-10

The beast from the 
earth. 
Revelation 13:11-13

Its identity. Revelation 13:11

Its activities. Revelation 13:12-13

The image of the beast. 
Revelation 13:14-18

Its identity. Revelation 13:14

Its activities. Revelation 13:15-18

The dragon has shown all its hate 
towards the Remnant. Then it stands 
on the sand of the sea.

In Revelation 13, Satan’s strategy to 
attack the Church of God is shown to 
John, from his time to the final battle 
against the Remnant.

The dragon uses three 
political/religious powers to carry out 
its plan.



“Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his 
feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth 
like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his 
power, his throne, and great authority.”
(Revelation 13:2)
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A beast appears before John. It is a 
combination of the four beasts in Daniel 7.

Daniel lived in the period of the lion 
(Babylon). John was living in the period of the 
fourth beast (Rome in two phases: political 
and religious).

The vision is focused on its activity during the 
42 months (between 538 AD and 1798 AD), so 
this beast is the papacy and its role as a 
persecuting religious power.

It has received its throne—the city of the 
seven hills (see Revelation 17:9)—and its 
power from the dragon.



“And he was given a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies, and he was given authority to 
continue for forty-two months.” (Revelation 13:5)

In 538 AD, after the Ostrogoths (with Arianism) were expelled, Justinian 
gave the bishop of Rome civil power over the city of Rome.

On March 7, 1798, the Roman Republic was declared. Pope Pius VI was 
arrested and deported to France. The papacy never got his power back.

On September 20, 1870, king Victor Emmanuel II established his court in 
Rome. This meant the end of the Papal States.

On February 11, 1929, Pius XI and Benito Mussolini signed the Lateran 
Treaty. The Catholic Church recognized Italy as a sovereign state, and Italy 
did so with Vatican City. Vatican City became an independent state of 44 

hectares under Papal jurisdiction.

When did the 42 months, the deadly wound and its healing happen?



“And he was given a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies, and he was given authority to 
continue for forty-two months.” (Revelation 13:5)

And he was given a mouth 
speaking great things 

and blasphemies

and he was given authority to 
continue for forty-two months

It was granted to him to make war 
with the saints and to overcome them

And authority was given him over 
every tribe, tongue, and nation

The ten horns are ten kings who 
shall arise from this kingdom. And 
another shall rise after them; he 
shall be different from the first 

ones, and shall subdue three kings

shall persecute the saints of the 
Most High

He shall speak pompous words 
against the Most High

and shall intend to change 
times and law

Then the saints shall be given 
into his hand for a time and 

times and half a time

Then he opened his mouth in 
blasphemy against God, to 

blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, 
and those who dwell in heaven



“Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His 
name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.” (Revelation 13:6)

When comparing Revelation 13:5-7 to Daniel 
7:24-25, we conclude that the beast speaks about 
changing the law to allow: (1) the worship of 
images; and (2) the change of the worship day, 
from Sabbath to Sunday.

The blasphemy against God are words against the 
Most High. That involves replacing the intercession 
of Jesus in the Heavenly Sanctuary with human 
intercession, and replacing Jesus’ one and only 
sacrifice with the daily sacrifice in the mass 
(Hebrews 10:10-12).

Those who objected were severely persecuted. Its 
power will be fully restored, and the world will 
worship it again.



THE BEAST FROM 
THE EARTH

“Then I saw another beast 
coming up out of the earth, and 
he had two horns like a lamb and 

spoke like a dragon.”
(Revelation 13:11)

We can identify the second beast 
by the next characteristics:

The only current nation that 
matches this description is the 
United States of America.



“And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his 
presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship 
the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.” (Revelation 13:12)

The dragon gave authority to the beast from the sea. The same authority is used 
by this second beast. That’s why he speaks like a dragon.

The USA is always heard and consulted during global conflicts, as the Papacy was 
during the Middle Ages. Its opinion and acts affect the whole world.

The apostate Protestantism—symbolized by the USA—will perform miracles, 
pretending to be acting according to God’s will. This will shake consciences and 
will lead people to accept the authority of the first beast (the Papacy).



“And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs 
which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling 
those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who 
was wounded by the sword and lived.” (Revelation 13:14)

Once the whole world looks at the second beast, 
it will suggest building an image to the first beast.

That involves creating a political and religious 
organization that uses civil power to impose 
religious doctrines, as the Papacy did during the 
Dark Age.

“When the leading churches of the United 
States, uniting upon such points of doctrine as 
are held by them in common, shall influence 
the state to enforce their decrees and to 
sustain their institutions, then Protestant 
America will have formed an image of the 
Roman hierarchy.” (E.G.W., GC 444).



The mark of the beast is not a chip, a barcode or a secret 
mechanism to control people.

It’s a matter of worship. It’s to accept either God’s law or 
men’s law. It’s a distinctive emblem that will separate 
people in two groups just before the Second Coming of 
Jesus.

It’s a decision you must make, because your salvation 
depends on whom you worship and why.

In the Bible, the name is a synonym of one’s 
character. Therefore, the 144,000 are sealed 
with the character—the name—of God (Rev. 
14:1), and the rest are sealed with the 
character of the beast. Some people receive 
the mark for interest only (on their right hand).



“If the light of truth has been presented to you, 

revealing the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment, and showing that there is no 

foundation in the Word of God for Sunday 

observance, and yet you still cling to the false 

sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath 

which God calls ‘My holy day,’ you receive the 

mark of the beast. When does this take place? 

When you obey the decree that commands you to 

cease from labor on Sunday and worship God, 

while you know that there is not a word in the 

Bible showing Sunday to be other than a 

common working day, you consent to receive the 

mark of the beast, and refuse the seal of God.”

E.G.W. (SDA Bible Commentary, on Revelation 13:16-17)


